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Mathias Bruhn

• Keynote Speaker, Teacher & Coach
• Relations & First Impression

• Presentation & Speech Technique

• Charismatic Behavior

• Power Pitching

• Solutions

o Talks & Workshops 

o Courses

o Coaching
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Differences



Differences



Differences



Pitching

• What is pitching?

o “A line of talk designed to persuade” Boston Globe

• The short presentation

• Product, project ….person?

o Hook

o Intro

o Problem

o Solution



Why Pitching?

• Designed & practiced

• Why is it smart? 

• Different pitches – atmosphere & purpose

o Emotional

o Inspiring

o Factual

o Salesmanship or help?



The Engineers Pitch

• Perfect for professional profiles

• Structured content

• Specialist knowledge is awesome!

o BUT should be kept to a minimum! 



The Engineers Pitch

• A helicopter? = 

A noisy bus 

• Drilling for oil? = 

A straw which bends

• Oil extraction? = 

Exploding coke bottle 



• Splayed legs

• Outward foot angle

• Shoulders above hips, above heels 

• Elbows in 90 degrees

• Raise your head

• Use your hands

• Use your arms

• Include people – look left and right

Exercise: Position & Gesticulation



High Five! Baseball, serotonin & performance



Business from the beginning! 

1. Hi, my name is… [Intro]

2. I’m studying… & specialize in… [Education]

3. And I’m working with… [Service]

4. Which helps… [Target group]

• Pitch

• High Five!

• Feedback: Behavior → Impact

Exercise: First 20 seconds
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Emotionel Pitching

The Idealist

”I wish to make the World a better place…”

The Innovator

”I wish to rethink the World…”

The Esthete

”I wish to make the World even more beautiful…”

The Pioneer

”I wish to create a new World……”

The Revolutionary

”I wish to challenge the World…”



Overlevering



Aktiverer gammel-hjernen



WHAT

HOW

WHY

• Simon Sinek

o Author & Management Consultant

o TED

Why → How → What



• Simon Sinek

o Author & Management Consultant

o TED

• WHY

o Why your project?

• How

o How do you make a difference?

• What

o What do you offer?

Why → How → What

WHAT

HOW

WHY



Home Exercise: 5 WHY’s

Pen & Paper

1. Why is my project important?

2. Why is it important to me, that…?

3. Why is it important to me, that…?

4. Why is it important to me, that…?

5. Why is it important to me, that…?



Emotionel Hook

• I have a dream…

• Imagine a world where…

• I am on a mission to…

• I believe...



Pen & Paper

1. I have a dream… [Hook / WHY]

o Imagine a world… 

o I’m on a mission to…

o I believe… 

2. Hi, my name is… [Intro]

3. I’m studying… & specialize in… [Education]

4. And I’m working with… [Service]

5. Which helps… [Target group]

Exercise: Write Your Pitch



On Your Legs! 

1. I have a dream… [Hook / WHY]

2. Hi, my name is… [Intro]

3. I’m studying… & specialize in… [Education]

4. And I’m working with… [Service]

5. Which helps… [Target group]

• Pitch

• High Five!

• Feedback: Behavior → Impact

Exercise: Practice Your Pitch!
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Curiosity Pitching

Many believe…

• ”Many believe, that pitches can only be used to 

present startups and entrepreneurship… But that’s 

actually not the case at all.”



Curiosity Pitching

A new way…

• ”We have created a new way, to teach engineers 
how to present themselves and their knowledge

through pitching… This concept will be introduced

to you today.”



Curiosity Pitching

Did you know…

• ”Did you know, that 9/10 educated engineers has 

a hard time explaining what they do, and are 

capable of? BUT, that it’s absolutely crucial to their 

success?”



Curiosity Pitching

”Many believe, that pitches can only be used to present startups

and entrepreneurship… But that’s actually not the case at all.”

”We have created a new way, to teach engineers how to 

present themselves and their knowledge through pitching… This 

concept will be introduced to you today.”

”Did you know, that 9/10 educated engineers has a hard time 
explaining what they do and are capable of? BUT, that it’s 

absolutely crucial to their success?”

• Cliffhangers?



Curiosity & The Brain

• Why does cliffhangers work?

• Ranganath, University of California

o 100 trivial questions

o Rated by interest

o MRI & brain activity

• Dopamin & memory



Pause For Effect

• Dramatic pauses & cliffhangers

• Most simple tool → Grandest effect!

o One thing you can change! 

o Listener can digest material

• Creates curiosity!



Curiosity Hook

• Many believe…

• A new way…

• Did you know…



Pen & Paper

1. Many believe… [Hook / Cliffhanger]

o A new way… 

o Did you know…

2. Hi, my name is… [Intro]

3. I’m studying… & specialize in… [Education]

4. And I’m working with… [Service]

5. Which helps… [Target group]

Exercise: Write Your Pitch



On Your Legs! 

1. Many believe… [Hook / Cliffhanger]

2. Hi, my name is… [Intro]

3. I’m studying… & specialize in… [Education]

4. And I’m working with… [Service]

5. Which helps… [Target group]

• Pitch

• High Five!

• Feedback: Behavior → Impact

Exercise: Practice Your Pitch!





The Elevator Speech

• Pitcherefic.com

• Pitching for 30 sec. (Free)

• Work Out for Your Power Pitch!



The Elevator Speech
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The Pitch

• Hook

• Intro

• Problem

• Solution



The Pitch

• Hook

• Intro

• Problem

• Solution



Theoretical Problems

• Why are problems important?

o Problems drive & strengthens us! 

• Cognitive processes – Everything is about problems

o Learning

o Search processes

o Decision making

o Analysis

o Definitions



Problems

The Problem you solve & need you cover

• Situation

o Create framework + common view of the world

• Consequence

o Underlines consequences of the situation

• Need

o Explains the crucial need for a solution



Problems

The Problem you solve & need you cover

• Situation

o We can all agree…

o Today, many are experiencing…

o We live in a time…

• Consequence

o This means…

• Need

o Therefore, there is a need for…



Example: Problems

1. We live in a time, where we are becoming a larger 

population, while having less space to cultivate. At 

the same time there is long transportation time, which 

requires the use of pesticides.

2. This means, that it becomes harder to grow fresh 
vegetables without the use of extra pesticides.

3. Therefore, there is a need for a solution where we 

rethink how we cultivate and grow our vegetables.



Evaluation Criteria

1. Is the project well-structured and clearly 

communicated?

2. To what extent is the positive impact on 

the UN Sustainable Development Goals 

made probable?

3. To what extent is the project technically 

applicable and likely to be realized?

4. To what extent is it visionary and/or 

innovative?



Pen & Paper

1. [Hook]

2. [Intro]

3. [Problem]

a) We can all agree… [Situation]

b) This means… [Consequence]

c) Therefore, there is a need for… [Need]

4. [Solution]

Exercise: Write Your Pitch



The Pitch

• Hook

• Intro

• Problem

• Solution



Theoretical Solutions

• Why are solutions important?

o Problems drive & strengthens us! → Solutions show us the way

• Cognitive processes – Everything is about solutions



Solution

The solution you deliver, is the key

1. Solution

o What can you do with your education & experience? 

2. Method

o How does it work & how does it help?

3. Advantage

o What is smart about your methods?

4. Profit

o What does business’ profit from your abilities?



Solution

The solution you deliver, is the key

1. Solution

o I have developed […], which…

2. Method

o This involves […], and includes…

3. Advantage

o It’s smart because…

4. Profit

o What we achieve is…



Example: Solution

1. I have developed Green Tower, which is a sustainable way 

to grow vegetables within a water tower, that can be 

placed wherever, completely without the use of soil.

2. This involves, that we cultivate and nourish the vegetable by 

fertilising with fish excrements, from local fish living in the a 
separate tank together with the vegetables.

3. It’s smart because we can produce without the use of soil, 

and pesticides won’t be needed, since there is less 

transportation time within the cities where the vegetables 

are grown inside any building.

4. What we achieve is a local production without 

transportation-costs, pesticide usage or more soil, which is 
beginning to be in short supply.



Exercise: Write Your Pitch

Pen & Paper

1. I have a dream/Did you know… [Hook]

2. Hi, my name is & I’m educated… [Intro]

3. Problem
a) We can all agree that… [Situation]

b) This means… [Consequence]

c) Therefore, there is a need for… [Need]

4. Solution
a) I have developed […], which… [Solution]

b) This involves[…], & includes… [Method]

c) It’s smart because… [Advantage]

d) What we achieve is… [Profit]



Exercise: Practice Your Pitch!

On Your Legs!

1. I have a dream/Did you know… [Hook]

2. Hi, my name is & I’m educated… [Intro]

3. Problem
a) We can all agree that… [Situation]

b) This means… [Consequence]

c) Therefore, there is a need for… [Need]

4. Solution
a) I have developed […], which… [Solution]

b) This involves[…], & includes… [Method]

c) It’s smart because… [Advantage]

d) What we achieve is… [Profit]

Remember! 

Pitch! 

HIGH FIVE! 

Feedback!





Conclusion

• Think about the first 20 sec

• Prepare & practice your pitch!

• Hook the people

• Introduce yourself

• Show the problem

• Give the solution



www.mathiasbruhn.dk

Mathias Bruhn

+45 2819 1542

MB@mathiasbruhn.dk

Thank You For Now



Posters as presentations

• Who is target?

• How?

• Keep it stupid simple

• Keep it stupid short



Good or bad?



Good or bad?



Good or bad?



Direction

Poster title goes here Poster title goes here



Direction

Poster title goes here



White is a good thing



Fonts

• Simple is better

o Stick to MAX 3 fonts 

• No complex fonts

• Size matters

o Depends on presentation

Comic Sans MS

Blackadder ITC

Bradley 
Hand ITC
Algerian

Bauhaus 93



Balance the material





Graphs and Tables

• Keep it simple

• Nothing disturbing



Graphs and Tables

• Keep it simple

• Nothing disturbing



Software to use

• Inkscape

• Indesign

• Illustrator

• Power Point

• DTU templates



Posters as a science

• Complimentary colors



Posters as a science

• Complimentary colors

o http://paletton.com

o http://colorschemedesigner.com

http://paletton.com/
http://colorschemedesigner.com/


Posters as a science

• Complimentary colors

o http://paletton.com

o http://colorschemedesigner.com

• Golden ratio

o
𝐴+𝐵

𝐴
=

𝐴

𝐵
= 𝜑

o 𝜑 =
1+ 5

2
= 1,61803

A

A B

B

http://paletton.com/
http://colorschemedesigner.com/
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